208 twenty. The Missions were, at first, slow to realize how
desperate was the need for all war equipment.
The Poles had tried to make a stand against the in-
vaders on the river Memen, but that position could not
be held; at the river Bug they did succeed in holding
the Russians back for almost a week, then this too was
lost and the long retreat continued. Defenders and at-
tackers were coming closer and closer to the capital.
A cavalry force of eight thousand enabled the Soviets
to outflank the Poles, leaving them no recourse but to
retire again.
Pilsudski summoned to Warsaw the general com-
manding in the north. He was sick and at the end of
his nervous strength. His troops, he reported, were com-
pletely demoralized, there were no fresh men available,
the best thing to do would be to make peace immediately,
on whatever terms were offered, for the war was com-
pletely lost. The chief listened with his lips pressed
tight together. This was no time for "nerves," espe-
cially for tiittl
The enemy had advanced three hundred miles, driving
the Polish army before them—not so much driving as
outmanouvering, outflanking. Their host of spies, propa-
gandists, and secret agents undermined the resistance of
the people with a service no less effective than that of
the soldiers. The Poles seemed utterly discouraged and
incapable of any further effort. The Soviets were only
a few miles from Warsaw, with no obstruction to delay
their advance.
This initial success of the Bolshevist army caused
great excitement through Communist circles in Europe.
Warsaw would undoubtedly fall by the middle of Au-
gust. That would be the prelude to Communist success
in Prague and Berlin. How far would this victory over
Poland take them? How great would be the echoes in
the world beyond?

